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of events ? Because he knew intuitively how stiff and
indurated and obsolete capitalist social relations had
become. The Conquistadors in the springtime of the
bourgeoisie when these developing social relations
seemed sweet and golden could conquer without help
a whole New World. One handful of them could
master a dead civilisation. But now the bourgeois had
grown stiff-jointed. In Arabia, as on the battle-fields
of Flanders, the bourgeois fighting-machine had become
as obsolete as a mammoth. A feudal society could
baffle it. Lawrence was the first to make this discovery,
and with his intuitive knowledge he struck at the weak
points of the bourgeois fighting-machine, at its clumsy
technical organisation, its inefficiency, its dependence
on supplies. Moreover, simply because he loathed the
values of bourgeois society, he could sway the minds of
desert Arabs. Even, most difficult task of all, he could
bribe without offence a patriarchal people to whom,
unlike a bourgeois class, money is not everything, the
sole bond of society.
So Lawrence freed Arabia. But what had he freed
it for ? If one frees a society whose social organisation
belongs to the past, but has been preserved by a decadent
autocracy, what can it do but advance to the present ?
If one gives a country liberty as the bourgeois under-
stands it, liberty to be a self-governing ' independent *
bourgeois state, what can come into being there but
bourgeois social relations ?
So the Arabs Lawrence freed met two fetes, appar-
ently dissimilar but in essence die same. Some became
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